Gente de la Tierra
Challenging Perspectives
2013 Spring Quarter
Background:
Gente de la Tierra is a new organization initiated in 2013 by students and for students who need a safe space to talk about social justice and cultural issues. The purpose of the organization is to find ways to heal from intergenerational trauma of ethnocide and experiences encountered with environmental racist communities and lack of diversity issues on-campus. We plan on healing through activities that will provide ways to empower as an individual and as a group. Gente De La Tierra’s spring projects are to create a monthly food workshop and art nights. The monthly food workshop purpose would be to share and learn from other people’s ethnic foods and bond. Because cooking provides a different atmosphere where people get to feel comfortable and willing to speak in a less formal manner, building trust and strengthening relationships within the group. Also, art nights will deal with expressing our emotions and healing from our past and current struggles through creativity. Engaging in authentic and uncomfortable discussions will help students appreciate our strengths from diverse student backgrounds and to build an alliance across movements and issues (37, Blueprint: Social and Environmental Justice). We are asking funds from Ballot Measure 9 and 14 student fees because we need the money, in order to offer students activities to consciously aware in our student body community about other issues in the environment and social aspect. This project will address the following Blueprint topics: social and environmental justice, academic and curriculum, and food systems. Gente de La Tierra’s project will provide a “social focus” to sustainable alternatives. In order to do the monthly cooking and art nights we would like to purchase eco-friendly art supplies and local organic food.
History:
Gente De La Tierra emerged from a desperate need of support for other perspectives in environmental studies, like environmental racism and food sovereignty. This is because the majority of  UCSC clubs, classes, and events are focused in sustainability with the emphasis on pro-capitalism and would like to advocate for environmental social injustices, so students of color feel welcomed in the University majoring Environmental Studies. This will increase collaboration among groups by providing a safe space and address those issues. Because the existent of the organization attempts to advocate community issues, it also approaches the issues of white supremacism that brings uncomfortable/ real dialogue to learn, heal and bring  change. So in order to advocate for environmental racism and justice issues, Gente De La Tierra wants to begin by doing food workshops and art nights to show support for students that have an interest in environmental issues. Currently we are only applying to CSC grant but we will apply to other funding bodies later in the year.
Goals:
Short-term: 
Because Gente de la Tierra is new organization that will help individuals to heal from almost numbing experiences, we would like to outreach to the student body in the need for more collaboration and build strong connections with other ethnic and environmental organizations such as Rainbow Theater, Kresge PRIDE, American Indian Resource Center, proposed Critical Race and Ethnic Studies, Mixed Ethnicities Student Headquarters, Engaging Education, Community Agroecology Network, Center for Agroecology and Sustainable Food Systems, Save the Knoll, FoodWhat, Student Environmental Center, etc. (36, Blueprint: Social and Environmental Justice).
Long-term: 
Strong relationships with other organizations will bring student solidarity and unity across campus. In addition, these connections will help address social issues and bridge the gap between the UC community, FoodWhat, CAN, CASFS, and the City of Watsonville.
Relevance to Blueprint:
Food Systems:  
One of the food workshops will be on how to make paletas (mexican ice cream). Strawberry flavor is highly desirable. So, connecting strawberries and in the workplace, will create a strong campus/community network with local farmers in the City of Watsonville with Ann Lopez (15, Blueprint. The food workshops provides a hands-on setting to connect food and social and environmental issues, bridging the gap between the UC community and City of Watsonville for possible student projects. (14, Blueprint)
Social and Environmental Issues:
Gente de la Tierra will increase local collaborations and coalition building in raising awareness by educating through zines and art forms (37, Blueprint). This can also lead to celebrating different cultural days with an environmental focus such as the upcoming César Chávez Day on  March 29 (37, Blueprint). This will provide a safe space for students to feel comfortable to work with sustainability/ environmental organizations on-campus.
Academics and Curriculum:
Once students feel comfortable about addressing social and environmental issues in the community of Santa Cruz County, student internships will emerge from this movement, pushing a demand for a interdisciplinary of sustainability with proposed Critical Race and Ethnic Studies (40, Blueprint). 
Qualitative and Quantitative Measures
Qualitative:
Meetings will be facilitated by using popular education for active participation and learning, and mutual respect. This structure strengthens the organization for well-rounded members in  skilled positions.  This project will  impact active members in their interpretation of life experiences, build intimate relationships, being accountable for social and physical responsibilities, and feel connected to the University.
Quantitative:
This project may start with a small amount of students (about 14 or less) as a new organization. But with the encouragement of community members to consistently discuss about the complexities of race, class and gender issues, this can impact other students and organizations in the need to engage, in order for more students of color, who are interested in environmental issues and who feel tokenized, to collaborate in  sustainability/environmental organizations. 
Objectives
Students Tasks:
First, students need to have the encouragement to discuss about situations about our personal experiences and struggles. Then, discussion will emerge to socially connect with organizations and invite them to meetings and events. The events are to acknowledge our ethnic cultural identity and issues to acknowledge the social and physical individual responsibilities for our communities. In the process, students will purchase food and art supplies in the County of Santa Cruz for engaging to occur in the making of solidarity and unity. 
Tools and Methods:
Food workshops will be held at proposed personal home kitchens, creating a safe space and building trust among members (in the compliance of the food policy and safety concerns). In the sessions, a printed recipe will guide members to collectively prepare and cook food. Members will be active in community activities and discussions to build intimate relationships and bring change.
Project Development: 
The core values of the organization: 

•
Integrity, honor, dignity, and respect in all of our actions


•
Trust and accountability in all our relationships


•
Open and honest communication with our members. 


•
Social, spiritual and education empowerment 

These values will bring well-rounded members and strengthen community in the concerns of the barrios, pueblos, the land, the poor, the middle class and professional-all committed for social change. Students will gained professional skills in meetings by using popular education along with the core values. 
Project Management:
The project will be managed by all the members in different forms. The task would be delegated to members who have an interest in managing certain tasks, yet we will all help each other. Over all, Gente De La Tierra is not like a regular organization we do not have selected leaders, we are all leaders. So the key project managers will be everyone, but for the purpose of this grant it will be Stephanie Ramos and Sahara Huazano. None of the members of Gente De La Tierra have organized an event or written a grant, so it will be a collaborative learning experience with all the members. The project will be student driven, Gente De La Tierra is made for students and by students. The members who will be participate in monitoring and evaluating the project are:
Katherine Canales: Staff Sponsor of organization, who will oversee the project’s progress and will help keep track of finances along with the treasure.
email: kcanales@ucsc.edu
Stephanie Ramos: Co-Chair of Gente De La Tierra. Facilitates meetings and delegates tasks for members. 
email: sramos2@ucsc.edu
Sahara Huazano: Co-Chair of Gente De La Tierra. Facilitates meetings and delegates tasks for members.
email: shuazano@ucsc.edu
Claudia Suarez: Treasure.Responsible for understanding the organizations monetary account, expenditures, and tracking.
email: clsuarez@ucsc.edu
Jessica Ramos: Publicis.In charge of flir designs and website advertising.
email: jramosvi@ucsc.edu
Victor Gonzalez: Secretary. Responsible of the minutes and note taking.
email: vgonzal7@ucsc.edu
The rest of Gente de La Tierra’s members will collaborate equally in the event. 
Timeline:
The spring 2013 monthly food workshops will cost $120; each month we will spend $40 for the food workshops. Art nights will be composed of two nights during the spring quarter 2013, one will be late April and the second in the mid-March. Gente De La Tierra will start organizing for the spring events in early March.
